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open to him: he may leave the word alone; or he may find
out what it means; if he insists on using it without finding
out, he will commit himself. The adjectival use of it presents
no difficulty; the adjective, as well as the adverb individually,
is alwa}>-s used rightly if at all; it is the noun that goes
wrong. An individual is not simply a person; it is a
single, separate, or private person, a person as opposed to
a combination of persons; this qualification, this opposition,
must be effectively present to the mind, or the word is not
in place. In the nineteenth, especially the early nineteenth
century, this distinction was neglected; mainly under the
impulse of ' polysyllabic humourJ, the word, which does mean
person in some sort of way, was seized upon as a facetious
substitute for it; not only that; it spread even to good
writers who had no facetious intention; it became the kind
of slang described in the last section, which is highly popular
until it suddenly turns disgusting. In reading many of these
writers we feel that we must make allowances for them on
this point; they only failed to be right when every one else
was wrong. But we, if we do it, sin against the light.
To leave no possible doubt about the distinction, we shall
give many examples, divided into (i) right uses, (2) wrong
uses, (3) sentences in which, though the author has used the
word rightly, a perverse reader might take it wrongly. It
will be observed that in (i) to substitute man or person would
distinctly weaken the sense; in the sentence from Macaulay
it would be practically impossible. The words italicized are
those that prove the contrast with bodies, or organizations)
to have been present to the writer's mind, though it may
often happen that he does not actually show it by specific
mention of them. On the other hand, in (a) person or man
or he might always be substituted without harm to the sense,
though sometimes a more exact word (not individual) might
be preferable. In (3) little difference would be made by the
substitution.